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SYNOPSIS  OF  MINUTES. 


The  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  General  Society 
of  the  War  of  1812  was  held  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  former 
Senate  Chamber  of  the  United  States,  on  February  18,  1893. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Mr. 
John  Cadwalader,  at  4.30  P.  M. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  Peter  S. 
Hay,  Secretary,  and  approved. 

Registrar  xVndrew  J.  Reilly  then  read  the  following  report: 
"The  Board  of  Direction  of  the  General  Society  of  the  War 
of  1812,  begs  leave  to  report;  That  the  progress  of  the  Society 
during  the  past  year  has  been  exceedingly  gratifying.  Its 
membership,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  (256), 
comprises  citizens  of  almost  all  the  States  in  the  Union, 
and  while  their  residences  are  so  widely  scattered  as  to  pre- 
vent any  large  number  meeting  at  any  one  time,  it  is  very 
evident  that  in  the  near  future,  branch  Societies  will  be 
formed  to  send  delegates  to  our  parent  Society,  who  will 
represent  at  least  many  of  our  members;  and  those  not 
affiliated  therewith,  can  vote  on  important  questions  of 
which  they  receive  previous  knowledge  through  the  mail. 

"A  Charter  was  obtained  November  19, 1892,  and  the  Navy 
Department  has  kindly  presented  sufficient  wood  taken  from 
the  frigate  '  Constitution '  to  make  a  frame  therefor.  A 
seal,  representing  the  bombardment  of  Fort  McHenry  and 
surrounded  with  appropriate  symbols  and  motto,  has  been 
adopted  and  executed,  to  be  used  on  any  legal  documents 
issued. 

"The  Charter,  Constitution  and  Rules  have  been,  after 
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much  careful  revision,  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  are 
ready  for  distribution. 

"A  register  of  the  present  membership  is  attached,  showing 
not  only  their  names  and  addresses,  but  the  ancestors  from 
whose  services  they  claim  eligibility.  It  will  be  seen  that 
great  care  has  been  exercised  in  making  admissions,  and 
that  the  descendants  of  some  of  the  most  patriotic  and 
famous  of  American  freemen  form  a  nucleus,  around  which 
may  gather  all  those  who  cherish  the  deeds  of  their  fore- 
fathers, who  in  the  early  part  of  the  century  imperiled  their 
lives  in  defence  of  the  Country's  rights. 

"A  Committee  will  consider  the  question  of  the  best  mode 
of  organizing  branch  Societies,  and  the  scope  and  form  of 
the  same,  the  relations  they  shall  bear  to  the  parent  Society, 
and  the  powers  and  privileges  they  shall  enjoy.  It  is  hoped 
they  Avill  report  to  the  Board  at  the  June  meeting. 

"We  have  sixty  (60)  Veterans  of  the  War  of  1S12,  who 
still  survive  as  our  members,  who  wear  our  badges  with 
pride.  Of  course  we  hold  them  exempt  from  all  dues;  and 
as  many  of  them  are  in  really  destitute  circumstances,  we 
deem  it  our  duty  to  extend  to  them  a  helping  hand.  It  is 
suggested  that  a  fund  be  specially  contributed,  which  the 
Executive  Committee  may  be  able  to  use  in  cases  of  urgent 
necessity.  Their  photographs  should  be  obtained,  for  a  very 
few  years  will  see  the  extinction  of  all  who  fought  in  the 
Second  War  of  American  Independence. 

"The  preservation  of  the  principal  buildings  adjacent  to 
'Independence  Hall'  should  be  one  of  our  most  cherished 
objects.  No  change,  even  under  the  name  of  modern  pro- 
gress, should  be  allowed  in  those  time-honored  structures, 
so  full  of  historic  associations,  and  which  recall  so  many 
instances  of  the  patriotic  actions  of  our  forefathers.  The 
combined  efforts  of  the  ditlerent  patriotic  organizations 
would  tend  to  preserve  them  and  secure  collections  of  relics 
and  mementoes  that  would  educate  the  youth  of  the  country 
when  viewing  the  cradle  of  American  liberty. 


"With  a  little  exertion  on  the  part  of  each  member  our 
numbers  will  rapidly  increase,  and  our  Society  be  established 
on  a  permanent  basis  for  the  future." 

The  Secretary's  Report  was  then  read,  as  follows: — 

"It  would  seem  hardly  necessary,  after  listening  to  the 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Direction  and  the  record  of  its  various 
meetings,  for  more  to  be  said  to  convince  the  members  of 
the  Society  that  there  has  been  awakened  in  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  the  whole  country,  from  Maine  to  Oregon,  and 
from  Canada  to  Florida  and  Texas,  a  deep  interest  in  the 
General  Society  of  the  War  of  1812;  and  from  the  ever 
increasing  number  of  letters  of  inquiry  and  applications  for 
membership  which  have  been  sent  to  me,  it  would  indicate 
that  many,  who  know  themselves  to  be  eligible,  are  anxious 
to  connect  themselves  wath  us.  This  fact  should  warn  us 
to  scrutinize  closely  the  credentials  of  all  applicants,  so  that 
no  unworthy  person  may  gain  an  entrance. 

"  The  fact  of  the  Incorporation  of  the  General  Society  of 
the  War  of  1812,  and  the  adoption  and  purchase  of  a  beau- 
tiful and  appropriate  seal,  has  already  been  stated.  The 
issuing  of  the  much  desired  certificate  of  membership  only 
depends  upon  the  order  being  issued  to  the  engraver  to 
begin  work  upon  the  plate. 

"  The  publication  of  the  Charter,  Constitution  and  Rules, 
wath  Register  of  Members,  which  has  been  prepared  with 
considerable  labor  by  the  committee  assigned  to  that  duty, 
will  no  doubt  result  in  much  benefit  to  the  Society  when 
public  attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  this  is  in  reality  a 
military  society  of  men  who  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Of  the  hundreds  of  such  participants  who  have  been  mem- 
bers, only  sixty  survive.  The  number  of  officers  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  whose  names  appear  upon  our  list  is  not 
paralleled  by  any  other  society,  not  purely  confined  to 
those  branches  of  service. 

"The  widely  diffused  membership  will  always  prevent  an 
imposing  display  of  members  at  the  meetings,  but  great 


interest  is  shown  by  members  at  a  distance,  and  the  Secre- 
tary is  called  upon  to  supply  such  information  after  each 
meeting. 

"It  is  particularly  desired  that  the  members  already  on 
the  rolls  of  the  Society  will  complete  their  records  or 
correct  any  errors  therein,  and  forward  the  same  to  the 
Secretary  at  the  earliest  practicable  day. 

"The  existence  of  two  Societies  of  a  similar  nature  to  our 
own,  though  of  recent  formation  and  with  smaller  member- 
ship— one  in  Kew  York  and  the  other  in  Baltimore, — has 
caused  the  Board  of  Direction  to  take  steps  to  effect,  if  prac- 
ticable, a  union  of  said  societies  with  the  General  Society, 
and  thus  add  to  the  strength  and  influence  of  all. 

"The  matter  of  a  modification  of  our  insignia  has  been 
agitated  by  several  of  our  members  for  the  past  few  months, 
and  pending  the  uncertainty  the  sale  of  badges  has  come  to 
a  standstill.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  question  will  be 
soon  determined,  since  quite  a  number  of  our  members  are 
desirous  of  supplying  themselves.  In  the  settlement  of  this 
matter,  the  rights  of  those  who  have  purchased  insignia 
should  be  considered. 

"  During  the  past  year  seventy-eight  (78)  members,  besides 
the  sixty  (60)  veterans  of  1812,  have  been  admitted.  Eight 
(8)  applicants  have  been  declined  on  account  of  their  titles 
not  being  considered  satisfactory. 

"The  Secretary  has  been  informed  of  the  death  of  two  of 
our  veteran  members,  viz.:  Michael  Fritz,  of  Schuylkill 
County,  Pa.,  on  November  2C)th,  aged  95,  and  Abram  Dally, 
aged  98  years,  who  will  be  buried  on  Sunday  next,  from  his 
late  residence.  No.  200  South  Second  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

"The  cash  receipts  during  the  past  year  were: 

RnCKIl'TS.  DlSlURSEMEKTS. 

Balance  on  hand  February  Cash  paid  out  during  same 

18,  1892 Hll.aO  period $790.23 

ReceiTed  during  the  year..       805.97       Balance  in  Treasury  Feb- 
ruary, 10,  11^93 427.04 


i;i,217.27 


j;i, 217.27 


"During  the  past  year  there  have  been  presented  to  the 
Society,  photograph  likenesses  of  veteran  ancestors  of  the 
donors,  from  Appleton  Morgan,  LL.  D.,  and  Edward 
Trenchard.  Of  living  veterans,  Thomas  Spinney,  of  Bay 
Point,  Maine,  and  Abram  Dally,  of  New  York,  (since  de- 
ceased). From  Lieutenant  Richard  G,  Davenport,  U.  S.  N., 
an  autograph  likeness,  framed,  of  General  Andrew  Jackson, 
together  with  several  letters  written  by  him,  have  been  also 
received." 

The  President  in  announcing  the  death  of  one  of  the 
veteran  members.  General  Abram  Dally  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
at  the  age  of  98  years,  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Society 
be  duly  represented  at  the  funeral.  Mr.  Edw.  Trenchard 
stated  that  he,  together  with  other  members  residing  in 
New  York  expected  to  be  present.  Upon  motion  the  Secre- 
tary was  authorized  to  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  towards 
defraying  the  funeral  expenses.    . 

The  Registrar  read  a  preamble  and  resolution  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased  and  expressive  of  sympathy  to  the  four 
generations  who  survive  him.     Adopted. 

Captain  H.  H.  Bellas,  U.  S.  Army,  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  offered  a  series  of  resolutions  opposing 
the  removal  of  the  historic  landmarks  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Hall  of  Independence  and  petitioning  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $30,000  for  the 
purchase  of  250  acres  of  the  historic  site  known  as  "\^illey 
Forge,  for  preservation  as  a  public  park.     Adopted. 

Captain  Bellas  also  moved.  That  the  Secretary  be  directed 
to  contract  with  suitable  engravers  for  the  preparation  of  a 
plate  and  printing  of  the  certificates  of  membership  and 
that  the  latter  be  issued  to  members  at  the  nominal  charge 
of  one  dollar  ($1)  each. 

This  motion  caused  an  animated  discussion.  Chas.  W. 
Sparhawk  objected  to  the  recognition  of  the  services  of  the 


Xavy  only ;  he  thought  the  Array  had  something  to  be  proud 
of.  He  also  objected  to  making  any  charge  to  members  for 
certificates. 

Col.  John  Biddle  Porter  objected  to  vignettes,  unless 
drawn  by  the  very  best  artists;  favoring  a  perfectly  plain 
certificate  in  style  of  type  used  in  the  days  of  1812-15,  and 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  motion  to  that  effect. 

Motion  as  amended,  adopted. 

After  some  further  debate,  A.  Nelson  Lewis  moved  to 
reconsider  the  motion  just  adopted.     Carried. 

Upon  motion,  the  whole  matter  of  the  certificate  was 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  with  full  power  to  act. 

The  question  as  to  a  change  in  the  insignia  was  then 
taken  up.  Captam  Bellas  moved  that  the  subject  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  union  of  all 
Societies  commemorative  of  the  War  of  1812. 

Chief  Engineer  Louis  J.  Allen,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  seconding 
the  motion  said  that  he  was  also  a  member  of  a  sister-society 
in  another  State;  that  he  knew  that  it  wished  to  unite  with 
the  General  Society  and  in  the  interest  of  harmony,  some 
concession  might  have  to  be  made. 

Chas.  W.  Sparhawk  contended  that  no  action  should  be 
taken  on  the  subject  unless  by  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution according  to  Article  XL 

The  expenses  of  obtaining  the  Charter  were  ordered  to  be 
paid. 

A  vote  of  thanks  of  the  Society  was  tendered  to  Appleton 
Morgan,  LL.  I).;  Kear-Admiral  Francis  A.  Roe,  U.S.  Navy 
Lieut.  Richard  G.  Davenport,  U.  S.  Navy:  Edw'd  Trenchard, 
and  Fred'k  E.  Westbrook,  for  donations  of  books,  pictures, 
pamphlets  and  relics  relating  to  the  War  of  1812,  and  the 
hope  was  expressed  that  many  other  members  might  follow 
their  examj)le. 

The  following  oflicers  were  elected  to  serve  during  the 
present  year: 
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President, 
John  Cadwalader,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Vice  Presidents, 

Rear  Admiral  Francis  Asbury  Roe,  U.  S.  Navy,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Marshall  L  Ludington,  U.  S.  Army,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

John  Biddle  Porter,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Appleton  Morgan,  LL.  D,,  Westfield,  N.  J. 

Asa  Bird  Gardiner,  LL.  D.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Begistrar, 
Andrew  Jackson  Reilly,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Treasurer, 
Henry  M.  Hoyt,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Secretary, 
Peter  Stuart  Hay,  4542  Rubicam  Avenue,  Germantown, 
Phila.,  Pa. 

Executive  Committee, 
Captain  Henry  H.  Bellas,  U.  S.  Army,  {Chairman.) 
Charles  H.  Murray,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Reynold  W.  Wilcox,  M.  D.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
A.  Nelson  Lewis,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Cyrus  K.  Remington,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Arthur  W.  Clark,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
D.  McKnight  Hobart,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Charles  Williams,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
George  H.  Burgin,  M.  D.,  Germantown,  Phila.,  Pa. 
Surgeon-General  Charles  Sutherland,  U.  S.  Army,  was 
api^ointed   Historian;    Rev.   Horace   Edwin   Hayden,  of 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  Chaplain,  and  Thomas  Chase,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 
On  motion,  the  Society  then  adjourned. 


MINUTES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTION. 


At  the  stated  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Direction  of 
the  General  Society  of  the  "War  of  1812,  held  in  the  old 
U.  S.  Senate  Chamber  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  21st  instant, 
Mr.  John  Cadwalader  presided.  A  majority  of  the  Board 
was  present. 

Communications  were  received  from  Rear-Admiral  F.  A. 
Roe,  U.  S.  N.,  Lieut.  Colonel  M.  I.  Ludington,  Dep'y  Q.  M. 
Gen'l  U.  S.  A.,  Cyrus  K.  Remington,  Reynold  W.  Wilcox, 
M.  D.,  and  A.  \V.  Clark,  M.  D.,  regretting  their  inability  to 
be  present. 

Secretary  Peter  S.  Hay  read  a  list  of  twenty-eight  (28) 
candidates  for  election,  all  of  whom,  save  one,  were  admitted ; 
the  exception  being  held  over  for  further  examination  and 
report. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Henry  M.  Hoyt,  showed  a 
continued  good  financial  condition  of  the  Society,  a  balance 
being  on  hand,  to  date,  of  ^-i 27.63. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  five  (5)  was  appointed  to  confer 
with  societies  of  a  similar  character  in  other  States,  with 
directions  to  report  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  held  not  later 
than  October  15th  next. 

Captain  Henry  H.  Bellas,  U.  S.  A.,  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  presented,  in  accordance  with  direc- 
tions of  the  General  Society  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Feb- 
ruary last,  a  design  for  a  certificate  of  membership  to  be 
engraved  in  tlie  old  style  of  lettering  used  during  the  period 
of  1  SI 2-1."),  and  embodying  a  vignette  of  Commodore 
Perry's  victory  on   Lake  Erie,  drawn  from  the  olHcial  plan 
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of  action,  which,  with  the  bombardment  of  Fort  McHenry, 
as  displayed  on  the  seal,  thus  recognizes  the  brilliant  services 
of  both  army  and  navy  during  the  war.  The  design  was 
adopted  by  the  Board. 

A  motion  was  adopted  to  procure  an  American  flag  as 
carried  during  the  War  of  1812-15, — that  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Society  being  directed  to  be  deposited  in  its 
museum ;  also  for  the  issue  of  badges  and  buttons  and  the 
procuring  of  a  further  supply  of  ribbon  by  the  Secretary, 
and  the  printing  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Society  and  the  Board  of  Direction. 

Bills  amounting  to  $28.50  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Cyrus  K.  Reming- 
ton, of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  his  gift  of  Wood  from  Commodore 
Perry's  flag-ship  "Lawrence"  and  the  "Niagara." 

Also,  to  H.  K.  Averill,  Jr.,  of  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  for 
several  pieces  of  historic  wood. 

Also,  to  Jabin  Wood,  a  Veteran  of  1812,  aged  98  years, 
of  So.  Richland,  N.  Y.,  for  sending  his  photograph. 

The  Secretary  announced  the  following  deaths : 

Hezekiah  Coon,  Boonesboro,  Iowa,  Veteran  of  1812. 
Aged  96  years. 

Benjamin  Poor,  Raymond,  N.  H.,  Veteran  of  1812. 
Aged  97  years  6  months. 

Albert  W.  Frick,  Philadelphia.     Aged  53  years. 

The  Board  then  adjourned. 

Peter  S.  Hay, 

June  30,  1893.  Secretary. 
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